CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
01 ' 

THE SUSAN VI LLE INDIAN RANCHER IA 

lAssfflrcoom, California 


PREAMBLE 

We, the adult Indian members of the Susanville Indian Rancheria ir. 
Lessen County, California, in order to establish a Rancheria organization, 
to protect our tribal customs, and to promote our common welfare, do hereby 
ordain and establish this Constitution and Bylaws, which will supersede the 
land assignment ordinance adopted January 12, 1963* 

ARTICLE I - TERRITORY 

The jurisdiction of the Susanville Indian Rancheria shall extend to all 
land now within its present boundaries, described as follows: 

"A parcel of land in the County of Lassen, State of California, 
described as follows: Beginning at the southwest corner of the 

southeast quarter of the southwest quarter of Section 29, in 
Township 30 North of Range 12 East, Mount Diablo Meridian, 
running thence north 2640 feet; thence east 4-95 feet; thence 
south 2640 feet; thence vest 495 feet to the place of beginning, 
containing 30.00 acres, more or less.," 
and to such other lands as may hereafter be added or acquired thereto under 


any law of the United States. 


ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP 


s 


Section 1 - The membership shall consist of the following: 

a. Persons of not less than one-fourth (1/4) degree California 
Indian blood who hold valid assignments on the Susanville 
Indian Rancheria as of the effective date of this Constitution 
and Bylaws and persons who hereafter acquire valid assignments 
in accordance with the assignment ordinance, as provided in 
Article V, Section 1, and their spouses (of present and future 
assignees) of not less than one-fourth (1/4) degree California 
Indian blood, unless otherwise ineligible. 

b. Descendants of persons in subsection M a M above, provided such 
descendants are not less than one-fourth (1/4) degree California 
Indian blood. 

Section 2 - Persons who meet the requirements of Section 1(a) or 1(b) of 
th is Article, but who have been allotted on another reservation, or are 
officially enrolled with or are recognized members of some other tribe or 
band shall not be eligible for membership on the Susanville Indian Rancheria. 
A "recognized member of another tribe or band" is a person who has received 
a land-use assignment or has otherwise received benefits on another reser- 
vation or rancheria, except through inheritance. 

Section 3 - The official membership roll shall be prepared in accordance 
with rules and regulations prescribed in an ordinance adopted by the General 
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Council and approved by the Secretary of the Interior. Such ordinance 
shall contain, among other things, provisions for an initial roll, 
enrollment committee, a requirement to complete an application form in 
order to be considered for enrollment, provisions for approval and 
disapproval of applications, rejection notice, appeals, and provisions 
for keeping the roll on a current basis. 

Section 4 - Admission to membership through adoption shall be governed 
in accordance with an ordinance enacted by the governing body, such 
ordinance to become effective upon approval by the Secretary of the 
Interior . 


ARTICLE III - GOVERNING BODY 

Section 1 - The governing body of the Susanville Indian Rancheria shall 
be the General Council which shall consist of all members 21 years of 
age or older* Each member of the General Council is also a qualified 
voter . 

Section 2 - The General Council shall elect from its membership by secret 
ballot a Business Committee consisting of a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, and 
a Secretary-Treasurer. Such other committees can be appointed or elected 
as it may deem necessary from time to time. 

Section 3 - Officers of the Business Committee shall be elected every 
two years on the third Saturday of December, beginning in December of the 
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year in which this organizational document is approved. Term of office 
shall be for two years or until successors are elected and installed. 

Any member 21 years of age or older, if duly nominated and elected, has 
the right to hold office. Nominations shall be from the floor at a 
General Council meeting held specifically for that purpose at least 
thirty days before the election. However, following approval of this 
organizational document, the officers of the Land Committee, as elected 
under the Assignment Ordinance, adopted January 12, 1963, shall serve 
as the Business Committee under this Constitution and Bylaws until the 
first regular election is held a$ provided herein. 

Section 4 - The candidates receiving the highest number of votes for 
their respective offices shall be declared elected. In case an election 
results in a tie vote, the Chairman shall order a new election for the 
office or offices in question. 

Section 5 - Except as provided in Article VI, all elections shall be 
conducted by the Business Committee, and voting will be by secret ballot 
with the name of each candidate and the office he seeks shown thereon. 

When requested, absentee ballot shall be furnished members who will be 
unable to attend the election, in ample time for them to be returned 
and included in the tally. 

Section 6 - Regular meetings of the General Council shall be held monthly 
orv a day set by the Business Committee, Special meetings may be called by 
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the Chairman or a majority of the adult members. One third (1/3) of 
the adult General Council members shall constitute a quorum, and no 
business shall be conducted in the absence of a quorum. 

ARTICLE IV - VACANCIES AND RECALL 

Section 1 - If an officer shall die, resign or be convicted of a felony 
in any state or federal court while in office, the office shall be auto- 
matically vacated. Any office which is vacated shall be filled by a spe- 
cial election at the next meeting, and such replacement officer shall serve 
the unexpired term of the office. 

Section 2 - Upon receipt of a petition setting forth specific charges 
a^iinst the accused which is signed by not less than eighty percent (805O 
of the voters for the recall of an officer, the Business Committee shall 
hold a recall election within thirty (30) days. The accused will be given 
an opportunity to appear before the General Council to answer the charges 
against him, whereupon a secret ballot vote of guilty or not guilty will 
be conducted. The decision of a majority of those voting in such recall 
election shall govern, providing that at least eighty percent (80$) of 
those eligible to vote shall vote in the election. 

ARTICLE V - POWERS OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL AND THE BUSINESS COMMITTEE 

Section 1 - The General Council shall have the powers and the responsibi- 
lities hereinafter provided, subject to any limitation imposed upon 
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such powers by the Statutes of the United States or the State of 
California. 

a. To consult, negotiate, contract or conclude agreements 
with federal, state and local governments on activities 
which may affect the Susanville Indian Rancheria, 

b. To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and fixing 
of fees to be subject to the approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior or his authorized representative. 

c. To prevent the sale, disposition, lease or encumbrance of 
tribal lands, interests in lands, or other tribal assets with- 
out the consent of members of the Susanville Indian Rancheria, 

d. The Secretary of the Interior shall advise the General Council 
or its Business Committee of all appropriation estimates or 
federal projects for the benefit of members of the Susanville 
Indian Rancheria prior to the submission of such estimates to 
the Bureau of the Budget and the Congress* 

e. To administer assets and to manage all economic affairs and 
enterprises on unassigned lands of the Susanville Indian 
Rancheria. 

f. To acquire property and to accept gifts. 


6 


g 


To assess fees for payment of the expenses or to finance any 
project which is for the benefit of the members as a whole. 


h, To establish rules of procedure for the conduct of its affairs. 

The following powers shall be set forth in ordinances passed by the 
General Council and approved by the Secretary of the Interior or his 
authorized representative. 

a. To make assignments of rancheria lands and to lease unassigned 
or acquired lands. 

b. To prescribe rules and regulations governing loss of membership. 

Section 2 - The Business Committee shall have the following adminis trative 
powers and duties, but shall not commit the Susanville Indian Rancheria to 
any contract, lease, or other arrangements unless it is so empowered by a 
duly enacted ordinance or resolution of the General Council: 

a. To promulgate all ordinances, resolutions or other enactments 
of the Susanville Indian Rancheria, 

b. Represent the members in all negotiations between the band 
and local, state and federal governments, their agencies 
and officers. 

c. Faithfully advise the members of all aforementioned negotiations. 

d. Appoint a Grievance Committee to assist the Business Committee 
in evaluating and making recommendations pn grievances. 
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Section 3 » Any rights and powers heretofore vested in the Susanville 
Indian Rancheria. but not expressly referred to in this article shall 
not be lost by reason of their omission but may be exercised with the 
adoption of appropriate bylaws or amendments. 


ARTICLE VI - AMENDMENTS 


Amendments to this Constitution and Bylaws may be proposed by a majority 
vote of members of the Susanville Indian Rancheria, but elections on such 
amendments must be conducted in accordance with the Secretary of the 
Interior's regulations pertaining to elections of groups organized under 
Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act approved June 18, 1934 
(48 Stat. 984), as amended. 


8 


BYLAWS OF THE SUSANVILLE INDIAN RANCHERIA 


SUSANVILLE, LASSEN COUNTY , CALIFORNIA 
ARTICLE I - DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

Newly elected officers shall assume their respective positions and 
duties immediately upon being elected. 

Section I - The chairman shall preside at all meetings of the General 
Council and of the Business Committee and shall execute on behalf of 
the Rancher ia all contracts, leases or other documents approved by the 
General Council and shall certify all ordinances and resolutions adopted 
by the General Council. He shall have general supervision of all other 
officers, employees and committees of the Rancheria and see that their 
duties are properly performed. When neither the General Council nor the 
Business Committee is in session, he shall be the official representative 
of the Rancheria. 

Section 2 - The vice-chairman shall assist the chairman when called on 
to do so and, in the absence of the chairman, shall have the duties of 
the chairman. 

Section 3 - The secretary -treasurer shall keep the minutes of all meetings 
and shall attest to the enactment of all resolutions and ordinances. 

Copies of all minutes, resolutions and ordinances shall be submitted to 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs as soon after enactment as possible. He 


9 


